ADMISSION: $15, $10 FRANKLIN INSTITUTE MEMBERS 


TICKETS & MORE INFORMATION: 215.448.1200 or www.fi.edu 


The Franklin Institute | 222 North 20th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103 


HEAD GAMES: SPORTS AND 
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES 


Monday, September 29, 2014 | 7:00 pm 


Did you know that when you hit your head, you “see 
stars” because the impact makes your brain cells misfire? 
Most people are aware of the dangers of concussions in 
professional sports, but the rate of youth concussions in 
football, soccer, and other sports also continues to climb. Join 
former Philadelphia Eagle Jeremiah Trotter and experts from 
Penn Medicine and Jefferson Comprehensive Concussion 
Center to learn about the sideline symptoms of head injuries, 
explore how concussions affect brain development, and 
discuss whether the rules of the game need to change. 


SPEAKERS: 


Meghan Mattson 

Concussion Clinical Assistant and Field Athletic Trainer, 
Jefferson Comprehensive Concussion Center and Rothman 
Institute 


Douglas H. Smith, M.D. 
Director, Center for Brain Injury and Repair; Robert A. Groff 


Professor and Vice Chairman of Neurosurgery, University of 
Pennsylvania 


Jeremiah Trotter 
Former linebacker, Philadelphia Eagles 


BORN BAD? 
JÄ VIOLENCE, PUNISHMENT, 
AND THE BRAIN 


Tuesday, October 28, 2014 | 7:00 pm 





Scientists have been trying to understand the minds 
of criminals for decades. There is increasing evidence 
showing a biological basis for violent behavior, but how 
this knowledge should be used to protect society and what 
it means in the courtroom are open questions. Tragedies 
ranging from the streets of Philadelohia to Sandy Hook, 
CT lead us to wonder—could this behavior be predicted 
and prevented? Join experts in neurology, criminology, 
and public health from the University of Pennsylvania and 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia to explore the biological, 
environmental, and moral issues surrounding these crimes. 


SPEAKERS: 


Adrian Raine, Ph.D. 


Richard Perry University Professor of Criminology & 
Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania 


Susan Rushing, M.D., J.D. 


Founder, Holistic Cognitive Consultants LLC and Clinical 
Associate in Psychiatry, University of Pennsylvania 


Roy Wade Jr., M.D., Ph.D., M.P.H. 


Stoneleigh Foundation Fellow and Clinical Instructor of 
General Pediatrics, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 


Conversations About Neuroscience and Society are supported in part by the Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation. 


HOW WE DECIDE: IMPULSE 





BUYS & EMOTIONAL TIES 


Tuesday, November 25, 2014| 7:00 pm 


We make decisions every day, from choosing what to wear 
to larger, life-changing decisions like deciding where to 
live. In a world filled with choices, how do we decide? How 
do stress and our emotions influence decision-making? 
University of Pennsylvania scientists studying psychology, 
economics, and neuroscience will help us learn how our 
brains make choices and how advertisers take advantage 
of science to influence our purchasing decisions. 


SPEAKERS: 


Martha Farah, Ph.D. 
Annenberg Professor of Natural Sciences and Director, Center 
for Neuroscience & Society, University of Pennsylvania 


Joseph Kable, Ph.D. 
Baird Term Assistant Professor of Psychology, University of 
Pennsylvania 


THE AGING BRAIN AND 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 


Tuesday, January 27, 2015 | 7:00 pm 





As Pennsylvania’s population grows older, maintaining 
good health and quality of life for older adults has become 
a community initiative. But, a major challenge is that more 
than 5 million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s disease, 
currently the 6th leading cause of death in the United States. 
Researchers have identified several hallmark Alzheimer’s 
brain abnormalities and risk factors, but many questions still 
remain. Join experts in aging and Alzheimer’s research from 
Penn Medicine and the Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine to delve into the mysteries of the aging brain, this 
debilitating disease and the impact it has on families and 
communities. 


SPEAKERS: 


Brian Balin, Ph.D. 
Director of Basic Science Research, Center for Chronic Disorders 
of Aging, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 


John Trojanowski, M.D., Ph.D. 

Director of the Institute on Aging and Co-Director, Center 
for Neurodegenerative Disease Research, University of 
Pennsylvania 


Conversations About Neuroscience and Society are 
supported in part by the Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation. 


eo WHAT'S MY CHILD THINKING? 
IR THE BRAIN FROM CHILDHOOD 


TO ADOLESCENCE 


Tuesday, February 24, 2015 | 7:00 pm 





Did you know that your brain physically changes every time 
you learn something? When you are young, the brain grows 
and changes most rapidly as you learn everything for the 
first time. Yet key functions of planning and self-control only 
develop late in adolescence. Armed with the knowledge 
of how the young brain develops, how can we nurture our 
children today to ensure their success in the future? Join 
experts from the University of Pennsylvania and Children’s 
Hospital of Pennsylvania to explore how the brain develops— 
from infancy to adolescence—and discuss how this knowledge 
can be used to inform and improve education. 


SPEAKERS: 

Rebecca Ichord, M.D. 

Associate Professor of Neurology, Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia 


Frances Jensen, M.D. 
Professor and Chair of Neurology, University of Pennsylvania 


David Meketon 
School Liaison and Research Coordinator, Positive Psychology 
Center, University of Pennsylvania 


ADDICTION: 
Hm— MEDICAL CONDITION OR 


MORAL BREAKDOWN? 


Tuesday, March 24, 2015 | 7:00 pm 





The human brain is an extraordinarily complex and fine- 
tuned communications network that governs our thoughts, 
emotions, and actions. When drugs enter the brain, they can 
interrupt this network and change how the brain performs. 
But, what prompts first-time use? Are some individuals more 
likely to become addicts than others? Join experts in the field 
of addiction research from Temple University, the University 
of Pennsylvania, and the Treatment Research Institute to 
learn about the biological mechanisms of addiction and 
discuss our changing societal response. 


SPEAKERS: 


Anna Rose Childress, Ph.D. 
Director of the Brain-Behavioral Vulnerabilities Laboratory, 
Center for Studies of Addiction, University of Pennsylvania 


A. Thomas McLellan, Ph.D. 
Chairman of the Board, Treatment Research Institute 


Sara Jane Ward, Ph.D. 
Research Assistant Professor of Pharmaceutical Sciences, 
Temple University 


